John Charles Polanyi Prizes, 2012
 In honour of the achievement of John Charles Polanyi, recipient of the 1986 Nobel Prize in Chemistry, the Government of the Province of Ontario has established a fund to provide annually up to five prizes to outstanding researchers in the early stages of their career who are continuing to post-doctoral studies or have recently started a faculty appointment at an Ontario university.  In 2012 the prizes have a value of $20,000 each and are available in the 5 areas broadly defined as Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine, Literature and Economic Science. 
 The University of Toronto is well represented on the list of award winners, available at http://ocgs.cou.on.ca/_bin/home/polanyi/prizeWinners.cfm. It is our aim to remain successful in this competition, and we would encourage departments to nominate their strongest, eligible candidate.  The John Charles Polanyi prize is a prestigious award and, given our research strengths, the University of Toronto should be successful in this competition every year. 
 Application Notes
 ·        Applicants should submit their application electronically to their Graduate Unit by December 1, 2011.   
NOTE: Please remind applicants to submit all components of their application to their Graduate Unit NOT to the Dean of Graduate Studies as the Polanyi website instructions indicate.
 Application Requirements
 To be eligible for the 2012 award competition, applications must include the following: 
 1.      The completed application form (attached & available at: http://ocgs.cou.on.ca/content/objects/Polanyi%20Application%202012%20-%20English%20Electronic%20Final%20September%202%202011.pdf);
2.      Curriculum vitae (no page restrictions), including information concerning the application. Updates to curriculum vitae will not be accepted after submission; 
3.      A brief summary of the doctoral thesis (1 page max, to be written by the applicant);
4.      A statement of research (or writing) to be undertaken during the period of the award (maximum of 2 pages, plus an additional 1 page for diagrams, bibliography, etc., to be prepared by the applicant);
5.      A non-technical summary (maximum 500 words, to be written by the applicant); and 
6.      Confidential letters from four assessors. These should focus on an evaluation of the applicant’s research (or writing) to date, and the research (or writing) being undertaken. The applicant must ask for their four appraisals to be transmitted electronically directly to their Graduate Unit at UofT. Two of the assessors must not have been associated with the candidate as either a supervisor, or a member of the applicant’s supervisory committee, or a co-author and should preferably be from another university.
 
Eligibility Conditions
1.      Any person who is planning to continue to post-doctoral studies (or has a faculty appointment) in a recognized Ontario university who meets the following criteria may apply for one of the prizes:
a.      is normally resident in Ontario and has completed or is near completion of doctoral studies in any recognized university in the world, or has completed or is nearing completion of doctoral studies in an Ontario university; and
b.      has received the doctoral degree between September 1, 2008 and April 30, 2012, or if the doctoral degree has not yet been awarded, will have completed all the requirements for the doctoral degree by April 30, 2012. Applicants holding faculty appointments within these time limits may apply. (Note: Applicants who have been on parental leave between the time of completion of the doctorate and the time of application may have their period of eligibility extended by six months.)
2.      The prizes are awarded to assist the recipients in their research and professional development.
3.      The prizes may be held along with any other financial support or research funds received by the winners.
4.      It is hoped that the prizes will be conferred by September 2012. No prize will be awarded without the successful applicant having completed all requirements for the doctoral degree.
Please be reminded that the five discipline areas are as follows: 
-        Physics
-        Chemistry 
-        Physiology or Medicine 
-        Literature 
-        Economic Science 
Deadlines
 Applicants must submit all materials electronically to their Graduate Unit by December 1st, 2011. 
